
CHRISTIANITY IS MORE OF A FOOTPATH THAN A CONFESSION (1:37-51)

37 Then John's two disciples turned and followed Jesus. 38 Jesus looked around and saw 
them following. "What do you want?" he asked them. They replied, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), 
"where are you staying?" 39 "Come and see," he said. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon 
when they went with him to the place, and they stayed there the rest of the day. 40 Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, was one of these men who had heard what John said and then followed Jesus. 41 
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother, Simon, and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" 
(which means the Christ). 42 Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at 
Simon, Jesus said, "You are Simon, the son of John -- but you will be called Cephas" (which means 
Peter ). 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Come, be 
my disciple." 44 Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter's hometown. 45 Philip went off to 
look for Nathanael and told him, "We have found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote 
about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth." 46 "Nazareth!" exclaimed Nathanael. 
"Can anything good come from there?" "Just come and see for yourself," Philip said. 47 As they 
approached, Jesus said, "Here comes an honest man -- a true son of Israel." 48 "How do you know 
about me?" Nathanael asked.And Jesus replied, "I could see you under the fig tree before Philip 
found you." 49 Nathanael replied, "Teacher, you are the Son of God -- the King of Israel!" 50 Jesus 
asked him, "Do you believe all this just because I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? You 
will see greater things than this." 51 Then he said, "The truth is, you will all see heaven open and 
the angels of God going up and down upon the Son of Man." JOHN 1:37-51

The first half of John 1 is confessional. The second half is relational. As such, 
Christianity is as much a confession as it is a footpath. 

CONFESSION & RELATIONSHIP FORMULAS

CONFESSION - RELATIONSHIP ≠ REDEMPTION
CONFESSION - RELATIONSHIP = HYPOCRISY 

RELATIONSHIP - CONFESSION ≠ REDEMPTION
RELATIONSHIP - CONFESSION = SYNCRETISM 

1 The one who existed from the beginning is the one we have heard and seen. We saw him with 
our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is Jesus Christ, the Word of life. 2 This one 
who is life from God was shown to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and announce to 
you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was shown to us. 3 
We are telling you about what we ourselves have actually seen and heard, so that you may have 
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are 
writing these things so that our joy will be complete. 5 This is the message he has given us to 
announce to you: God is light and there is no darkness in him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we 
have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness. We are not living in the truth. 7 But if 
we are living in the light of God's presence, just as Christ is, then we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from every sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we 



are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. 1 JOHN 1:1-9

NEXT STEPS
memorize John 1:6-9
I am confessing my sins to Jesus and am ready to begin following Him. 
I would like to receive a special prayer focus email from Pastor Travis
(baptism)


